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Message from Dubai Delegation
Her Excellency Datuk Paduka Seri Rosmah Mansor,
Your Excellencies,
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Good evening to all of you and thank you to the Government and people of
Malaysia for your warm welcome. Just a few months ago, we were engaged in
lively discussions on business and trade with Her Excellency Datuk Paduka Seri
Rosmah Mansor, in Abu Dhabi. Here we are, following up on the great ideas we
talked about then. We appreciate Her Excellency’s assistance in creating this great
opportunity.
I would also like to praise Inside Investor, for highlighting the importance of women in global business. Our
gratitude goes out to the Malaysian Investment Development Authority and the Ministry of International
Trade and Industry, as well, for their constant support and encouragement.
My fellow delegates and I are very keen to explore the immense opportunities presented on this trip. This
roundtable will build bridges not only between our respective business communities but also between our
highly accomplished, enthusiastic and visionary women leaders.
The UAE keenly supports Malaysia’s growing interest towards expanding our partnerships in the ﬁelds of
education, electronics, energy and tourism. Malaysia’s technology-focused economy, in particular, oﬀers
great potential in complementing our eﬀorts to transform into a digital, knowledge-based nation. We will, of
course, continue to sustain the dynamic performances within our traditional areas of trade in electrical and
electronic products, machinery, appliances and parts, jewellery, palm oil, petroleum, and chemical products.
Last year, our bilateral exchange was worth around USD 6.41 billion. We aim to capitalise on this meeting,
which I hope, will encourage more women to play an active role in our expanding partnership. In this regard,
I would also like to highlight the positive outcome of the framework agreement on economic, commercial,
investment and technical cooperation, between Malaysia and the Gulf Cooperation Council, signed in Abu
Dhabi, last January. We are now perfectly placed to take our commercial ties to the next level, with the help
of our women entrepreneurs.
This roundtable is also a good platform for recognising and celebrating our social, philanthropic and cultural
similarities, as well as our contributions to our respective nations as women. Let us not forget, that the
success of our endeavours will always be based on mutual understanding and respect.
In conclusion, I would like to quote Anita Roddick, the iconic founder of Body Shop, who said “If you do things
well, do them better. Be daring, be ﬁrst, be diﬀerent, be just.” Let us continue to dream, to dare and to do
great things for our nations, as women, who can make a diﬀerence.
Thank you and have a good day.
Raja Al Gurg
President of the Dubai Business Women Council
Managing Director of Easa Saleh Al Gurg Group
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Message from Abu Dhabi Delegation
Your Excellency Datin Paduka Seri Rosmah Mansor, the wife of the Prime Minister
of Malaysia.
Tan Sri Tan Sri ... Dato Sri Dato Sri ... Dato Dato and Datin Datin.
Distinguished Guests, and Ladies and Gentleman,
It is an honour and a delight for the ladies of Abu Dhabi to join our sisters from
Dubai and be with you all here today on this special occasion.UAE and Malaysia
have a long history of co-operation in business, culture and religion. However, I
believe that our visit this week to your wonderful country takes our relationship to
new heights.
The foundations we are building now I am sure will provide the platform for a new era of increased bilateral
cooperation between our countries. I am sure that several years down the road we will all look back on the
Power Ladies Roundtable tour as a landmark week that helped to forge a special bond between the business
communities of UAE and Malaysia. Since our arrival on Monday, we have had the chance to meet with many
highly skilled and motivated people who are as determined as us to explore the business and investment
opportunities that exist in Malaysia.
Your country boasts a number of advantages that sets it apart from other destinations in the region when it
comes to luring overseas investments. You enjoy political stability thanks to a strong government; you have
consistent policies that appeal to foreign investors, you promote good governance and transparency and you
can oﬀer a range of industries that have the potential for proﬁtable returns.
We have also met during our trip many women who share our vision for the future and who are equally keen
to join us in creating fresh and exciting business ventures that would be of mutual beneﬁt to Malaysia and the
UAE. We were really impressed by the leading lights of Malaysia’s corporate women and enjoyed the time we
spent together. We hope that we can renew links sooner rather than later and forge ahead with our plans. We
also realised that, while we are happy to promote the strengths and business acumen of women in the
corporate world, our visit to Malaysia goes beyond simply highlighting the role of women in business.
We must look at the broader picture … one that encompasses all aspects of our the special ties that unite the
people of Malaysia and UAE, be it business, culture or friendship. In that sense, we hope to be the pioneers of
a fresh new era for both our countries and, if along the way we are able to showcase the importance of
women in business, then that is an added bonus.
Your Excellency, once again I would like to thank you for being the inspiration behind our trip to Malaysia. Let
us not stop here but continue to build on the foundations that we have laid down during this trip. I look
forward to a long and fruitful relationship with you all.
Thank you
Fatima Obaid Al Jaber
President of the Abu Dhabi Business Women Council
Chief Operating Oﬃcer (COO) of Al Jaber Group
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Message from Inside Investor
Dear Friends,
Inside Investor is proud to have been organising the UAE Malaysia Power Ladies
Roundtable 2011 event, in which the most powerful and inﬂuential
businesswomen from the United Arab Emirates met up with their counterparts in
Malaysia and explored the investment environment in the country. Women are
playing an increasingly important role in global business and the aim of the Power
Ladies Roundtable programme was is to highlight their growing inﬂuence and
provide them with a platform in which to network with other women from around
the world.
The visit to Malaysia by a high-proﬁle group of women from UAE came about after a meeting with Datin
Paduka Seri Rosmah Mansor, the wife of the Malaysian Prime Minister Dato’ Seri Najib Tun Razak, at the Invest
Malaysia Forum 2011 in January in Abu Dhabi.
The ladies had a packed and exciting schedule in Kuala Lumpur during their visit from December 5th - 9th
2011, including a luncheon with Datin Paduka Seri Rosmah Mansor, and meetings with the Chief Secretary to
the Government of Malaysia Tan Sri Sidek Mohd Hassan, Deputy Minister (Trade), Ministry of International
Trade and Industry YB. Dato' Mukhriz Tun Mahathir, a luncheon with the Central Bank Governor Tan Sri Dr Zeti
Akhtar Aziz plus an event featuring an exclusive collection of the Queen’s Foundation (Tuanku Nur Zahirah
Foundation).
There were charity dinners in which we were working with our partners FPLC, AmBank Group, YTL Corporation
Berhad Group, iKARRTiNi , Zain & Co and GOLD. The Iclif Leadership and Governance Centre was working with
Inside Investor in hosting a roundtable for our guests with inﬂuential ladies from Malaysia. Inside Investor also
hosted a luncheon with Her Majesty the Queen of Malaysia, Seri Paduka Baginda Raja Permaisuri Agong
Tuanku Nur Zahirah.
I would like to thank the Dubai and Abu Dhabi Women Business Councils, the Ministry of International Trade
and Industry, Malaysian Investment Development Authority, the Oﬃce of the Chief Secretary to the
Government of Malaysia for their support, and especially, Datin Paduka Seri Rosmah Mansor for initiating this
event. I look forward to seeing genuine business ventures sprouting up in both countries as a result of this
Roundtable.

Kamran Saddique
Middle East Director
Inside Investor
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About This Roundtable

They are among the most powerful and inﬂuential businesswomen in the Middle East and they were coming
to Malaysia to share the secrets of their success.
Inside Investor was organising the second UAE and Malaysia Ladies Roundtable, a power-packed three days of
forums, meetings and dinners in which some of the most successful businesswomen from the United Arab
Emirates met their counterparts from Malaysia.
This was is a meeting of business-savvy women and will marked the ﬁrst time such abundance of
entrepreneurship and passion from two diverse yet homogenous cultures gather together at the same time in
the same place. The tour of Malaysia, from December 6-9, was is the result of an informal invitation from the
Malaysian Prime Minister’s wife, Datin Paduka Seri Rosmah, at the Invest Malaysia Forum 2011 in Abu Dhabi
in January.
The women arrived in Malaysia on December 5 and then conduct four days of meetings, conferences and
interviews before returning home on December 9.
The trip was aimed at providing the women with an in-depth understanding of the business and investment
opportunities available in Malaysia. In addition, the Iclif Leadership and Governance Centre has been seeking
advice from the visitors on how the body can bolster its mission to further advance the role of women in
business in Asia.
On December 7, The Iclif Leadership and Governance Centre was organising a meeting for the visitors with the
10 most inﬂuential business women in Malaysia at the Shangri-La Hotel before they were hosted to a
luncheon by Tan Sri Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz, the Governor of Bank Negara, Malaysia’s Central Bank.
Meetings took also place with top oﬃcials from MITI, MIDA, MATRADE and PEMANDU, as well as the Prime
Minister of Malaysia, Dato Seri Najib Tun Razak and his wife and the Chief Secretary.
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DAY
5
DAY
4
December 9th
December 8th

DAY
3
December 7th

DAY
2
DAY
1
December 6th
December 5th

Agenda
6.00pm

- Ladies arrive at the Sheraton Imperial

7.30pm

- Charity Fashion Show Dinner
(Under The Royal Patronage Of Seri Paduka Baginda
Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Nur Zahirah)

10.00am -

Courtesy Call On Chief Secretary to The Government of Malaysia
Tan Sri Sidek Mohd. Hassan

11.00pm -

Tour of Masjid Putrajaya & Lunch

2.30pm

-

Ladies arrive at the Sheraton Imperial

3.15pm

-

Presentations by MITI / MIDA

7.00pm

-

Dinner hosted by MITI / MIDA

Inside Investor and The Iclif Leadership and Governance Centre
9.30am

-

12.30pm -

Malaysian Majlis Registration
Lunch with Governor of Central Bank
Tan Sri Dr. Zeti Akhtar Aziz

2.30pm

-

Tour of Islamic Arts Museum

7.00pm

-

Hearts of Gold Dinner

10.00am -

Media Roundtable
Moderated by Firoz Abdul Hamid

12.00pm -

Lunch hosted by Prime Minister’s Wife
Y.Bhg. Datin Paduka Seri Rosmah Mansor

7.00pm

Private Dinner hosted by UAE Ambassador
Nasser Abdullah Salmon Al Aboudi

-

12.00pm -

Royal Brunch

4.00pm

Airport Transfer

-
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Biographies
RAJA EASA AL GURG
Raja Easa Al Gurg is Managing Director of the Easa Saleh Al Gurg Group, a major conglomerate in the United
Arab Emirates dealing in trading, manufacturing, retail, franchises and real estate.
A family business with 23 divisions, she joined the group in 1989 as a Board Member before assuming the
position of Managing Director and running the day-to-day operations. She was previously a headmistress of
a secondary school for girls. Mrs. Al Gurg is also President of the Dubai Business Women Council, a role that
she has been actively pursuing since the creation of the Council in 2002.

FATIMA AL JABER
Her Excellency Fatima Al Jaber is an engineer with signiﬁcant expertise in the management of international
businesses, and is currently Chief Operating Oﬃcer (COO) for the Al Jaber Group, a prominent leader in the
GCC construction industry and sits on the Group’s Board of Directors. Prior to this Fatima worked with the
Abu Dhabi Government in various technical and managerial positions, including her pivotal role as Assistant
Undersecretary for Technical Services at Abu Dhabi Public Works Department and Abu Dhabi Municipality.
Fatima has won many awards and accolades from distinguished sources such as L’Oﬃciel Middle East
Magazine, Forbes Arabia and at the Arabian World Construction Summit, all lauding her as one of Arabia’s
premier businesswomen. In 2010 she became the ﬁrst UAE woman to be elected into the Board of Directors
of the Abu Dhabi Chamber of Commerce & Industry.
Concerned with how women operate in economic ﬁelds, Fatima became a founding member of the Abu
Dhabi Business Women Council and in 2008 established Al Bashayer Investment Company, a service for
female investors. Fatima now holds the position of Chairperson of Abu Dhabi Business Women’s Council. She
graduated from the UAE University with a Bachelor Degree in Architectural Engineering.

FATHIYA SAEED AL KHAMIRI
Fathiya Saeed is the founder and main designer for Oh, la la! Abbaya Couture, a popular fashion house that
produces Islamically appropriate clothes for Muslim women. She is also a Managing Partner at 2000 LLC and
a Board Member with the Dubai Business Women Council.
She earned a Bachelor of Sociology Degree at the Baghdad University in Iraq and, in 1993, gained a Master
of Sociology from the California State University in Sacramento. She has had a variety of roles during her
career, from teaching at secondary schools to managing an old people’s home.
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Biographies
FAIZA AL SAYED
Having graduated from the United Kingdom with a degree in business, Faiza Al Sayed has emerged as one
of the most inﬂuential businesswomen in UAE. She is part of the Executive Management Team of the Al
Fahim Group, heading the central procurement division.
Since 1993, she has been running her own successful business for US-based Grandeur Home Interiors. She
is also Vice President of the Dubai Business Women Council, a board member of the Dubai Chamber of
Commerce & Industry and a member of the Arab International Women’s Forum – London.

KHAWLA A LOOTAH W/O
H.E SHEIKH KHALID M. AL QASSIMI
With a Bachelor and Masters Degree in sociology from the American University of Washington, Mrs Khawla
is a director on the board of WorldSpace Middle East, a branch of WorldSpace Inc, USA. She was previously
Managing Director for the Middle East and North Africa for WorldSpace Inc, USA.
Mrs Khawla’s businesses include Lapis Designing, Suba Spa, Renee Jewellery and Al Durrar Exhibitions and
Conferences. She is a member of several Middle Eastern and international women’s organisations.

SAMIA ABDULLAH SALEH
Samia Saleh is a UAE National who graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Graphic Design from the American
University in Washington D.C. Her passion for art led her to organise, in 1998, the ﬁrst ever show in the UAE
of original paintings, rare print, lithographs and sculptures by world renowned artists Dali, Renoir and
Buﬀet; becoming the ﬁrst Emirati to host the works of these iconic legends of contemporary art. Following
the success and appeal of the show to an emerging community of art enthusiasts, Samia established the
Courtyard Gallery in 2000.
In 2008-2011, the Courtyard Gallery undertook the commissioning and supply of all artworks for the
chairman’s oﬃce, residential ﬂoors and residential lobby of the world’s tallest tower (Burj Khalifa in Dubai).
An art aﬁcionado herself, Samia is a collector of international modern art. In 2005, she attended a unique
connoisseurship program on contemporary art organised by Sotheby’s in Art Basel Miami Beach.
Samia is also a member of the Board of Trustees of Mentor Arabia, a global organisation working to prevent
drug misuse to promote the health and well being of youth. The Foundation is headed by H.R.H. Queen
Sylvia of Sweden. Besides her involvement in the organisation’s activities Samia assisted in auction
arrangements during the Mentor Arabia Charity Gala Dinner, in cooperation with Lord Mark Poltimore,
Chairman of Sotheby’s, and was awarded a certiﬁcate by HRH Prince Turki Bin Talal Bin Abdul Aziz.
In addition to her work in art, Samia is a shareholder in Dutco Group, a diversifed family-owned
conglomerate operating in the region, a member of the board of Amsaf Investments and a board member
of the Dubai Business Women Council, an aﬃliate of the Dubai Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI).
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Biographies
SARA ISMAIL MOHAMED
Mrs. Sara Mohamed is the Board Member and Chief Executive Oﬃcer of Al Bashayer Investment Company
and has over 20 years experience in the ﬁnancial services sector with leading regional and global institutions.
During this time, Sara has successfully built and managed multi-million dollar investment portfolios for her
clients.
She is a regular contributor to several industry publications and has carved a niche for herself in the area of
providing tailored ﬁnancial solutions for the GCC ladies' market. Before joining Al Bashayer, Mrs. Sara was
Vice President Client Advisory Group – she established this department to provide wealth management
services to family oﬃces, institutions, private companies and women investors in the UAE and GCC.
She was also responsible for launching the ﬁrst women fund called the Dana Women Fund dedicated to
women investors in the UAE and GCC region. And she quite active with UAE and GCC business women
activities and have managed to establish excellent relationships with high-proﬁle women in the region. Mrs.
Sara earned MBA in Business Management from University of Bradford in 1993.

HUDA A. AL-MATROUSHI
Ms. Huda A. Al-Matroushi is among the high-proﬁle corporate women in UAE, holding the position of Vice
President, General Services of GASCO, an operating company of the ADNOC Group and one of the largest
and most complex gas processing & distribution companies in the world.
The General Services Division manages three departments – Housing, Travel & Documentation and Oﬃce
Services, with Ms. Huda overseeing more than 60 employers and reporting to the Senior Vice President –
Administration. GASCO operates four distant onshore gas plans and a large network of produce pipelines.
Ms. Huda is also an Executive Board Member of the Abu Dhabi Business Women Council, Board Member and
Government Representative of the Abu Dhabi Chamber of Commerce & Industry and has been seconded to
the Abu Dhabi Family Foundation.

NASHWA AL-QUBAISI
An Emirati advocate, and a graduate of the Cairo University, she was trained under the supervision of a group
of prominent law lecturers in both Egypt and UAE, and became one of the female advocates who have a
tangible print in the ﬁeld of advocacy in the UAE, due to her activity, tactful, aspirations and loyalty in the
ﬁeld of advocacy and law.
She is an executive board member of Abu Dhabi Business Women Council.
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Photo
Charity Fashion Show Dinner

Under The Royal Patronage Of Seri Paduka Baginda Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Nur Zahirah

Courtesy Call On Chief Secretary to The Government of Malaysia
Tan Sri Sidek Mohd. Hassan

Inside Investor and The Iclif Leadership and Governance Centre
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Photo
Lunch with Governor of Central Bank
Tan Sri Dr. Zeti Akhtar Aziz

Hearts of Gold Dinner

Media Roundtable

Moderated by Firoz Abdul Hamid
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Photo
Lunch hosted by Prime Minister’s Wife
Y.Bhg. Datin Paduka Seri Rosmah Mansor

Private Dinner hosted by UAE Ambassador
Nasser Abdullah Salmon Al Aboudi

Royal Brunch

Seri Paduka Baginda Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Nur Zahirah
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Roundtable Summary
Power Ladies UAE-Malaysia Roundtable, December 5-9, 2011

UAE Power Ladies explore Malaysia’s investment opportunities on ﬁve-day fact ﬁnding and networking mission

On a mission to explore investment opportunities and to establish contacts to their female counterparts in
Malaysia, a high-ranking delegation of UAE businesswomen concluded a ﬁve-day trip to the Southeast Asian
country on December 9, 2011. The tour was organised by Inside Investor, an international media and
consultancy company oﬀering services focused on identifying and developing investment opportunities across
the globe for Middle East investors.
The attendees of the Power Ladies UAE-Malaysia Roundtable 2011 tour were Raja Easa Al Gurg, President of
the Dubai Business Women Council and Managing Director of corporate giant Easa Saleh Al Gurg Group,
Fatima Obaid Al Jaber, President of the Abu Dhabi Business Women Council and Chief Operating Oﬃcer (COO)
for the Al Jaber Group, Faiza Al Sayed, member of the Executive Management Team of Al Fahim Group, Fathiya
Saeed Al Khamari, founder and main designer for Oh, la la! Abbaya Couture, Khawla A Lootah w/o HE Sheikh
Khalid M Al Qassami, member of several Middle Eastern and international women’s organisations and Director
of the Board of WorldSpace Middle East, Sara Ismail Mohamed, CEO of Al Bashayer Investment Company, art
enthusiast Samia Abdullah Saleh, founder of the Courtyard Gallery, Huda A Al-Matroushi, Vice President
General Services of GASCO, and Nashwa Al-Qubaisi, an Emirati advocate.

Charity Fashion Show Dinner

(Under The Royal Patronage Of Seri Paduka Baginda Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Nur Zahirah)
The ladies attended the Queen’s Foundation Charity Fashion Show Dinner, an event also attended by His
Excellency Nasser Abdullah Salmon Al Aboudi, UAE Ambassador to Malaysia. The dinner featured a fashion
show of traditional Teregganu batik costumes from the Sultan Mizan Royal Foundation, a Royal Terengganu
Songket fashion show by Yayasan Tuanku Nur Zahirah as well as ﬂower presentations by Eva Soo to Nik Tarha,
of Yayasan Tuanku Nur Zahirah.
Ambassador Al Aboudi expressed his appreciation with the Power Ladies’ visit, saying that it was the right time
to explore Malaysia for investment opportunities as the country is moving forward very fast and has a lot to
oﬀer. Talking to Inside Investor, Al Aboudi said that Malaysia is well known in the UAE as a tourist destination,
either for leisure visits or for health tourism. More than 20,000 tourists from the UAE visit Malaysia per year,
he said. He also gave examples for other business sectors that were attractive for investment, among them
real estate, electronics, halal food industry.

Courtesy Call On Chief Secretary to The Government of Malaysia
(Tan Sri Sidek Mohd. Hassan)

On Tuesday, December 6, the Power Ladies paid a courtesy call to Tan Sri Sidek Mohd Hassan, Chief Secretary
to the Government of Malaysia, with the guests urging closer business ties between the two countries in order
to boost bilateral trade and investment.
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Roundtable Summary
Ms Al Gurg told the Chief Secretary that she would like to see the embassies of UAE and Malaysia working
closely to synchronise business relations and seek out investment windows for both countries. Bilateral trade
between UAE and Malaysia is currently estimated at $6.4 billion.
Ms Al Jaber urged Malaysia to create more visibility for the country’s investment environment, especially in
places like UAE where investors are keen to target the Malaysian market.
Chief Secretary Tan Sri Sidek Mohd Hassan, who said he was honoured to receive high-ranking guests from the
UAE, said Malaysia was an ideal investment destination given the country’s high level of protection via a
favourable legal system, tax incentives, and other lures for various industries and sectors. “We are even going
beyond incentives, as we are training human resources for the needs of investors with a strong focus on the
high-tech and the services industry,” the Chief Secretary said.
He added that Malaysia’s target is to be a fully developed country by 2020, which needs combined eﬀorts by
the state administration and private businesses to push non-labour intensive sectors with a higher output of
added value goods and services. The Chief Secretary also spoke about the various transformation programmes
led by the Government and the role of public sector in enhancing competitiveness.
He highlighted the role of PEMUDAH, a task force set up between public and private sector that speciﬁcally
looks at simplifying the process of doing business in Malaysia. This taskforce has worked on easing licensing,
immigration requirements, and visas for highly skilled talents and investors. The Chief Secretary urged the
women to highlight areas in which Malaysia could do more to attract investments, and vice-versa.
According to the Chief Secretary, the Malaysian administration has a high rate of female oﬃcials, such as the
Central Bank Governor, the Security Commission Chairperson, and several high-ranking deputy oﬃcials in the
Ministry of Finance. “Our target is to have 30 per cent women in the entire public sector, as we have already
more in the government,” the Chief Secretary said.
The Power Ladies also enquired about Malaysia’s economic parameters such as unemployment rate, business
registration processes, programmes for small and medium companies, special incentives for female
entrepreneurs, and the most promising sectors for investment. The Chief Secretary identiﬁed tourism,
services, health care, education, information technology, green technology and ﬁnancials as favourable
investment sectors.

Presentations by MITI / MIDA
Power Ladies met with a number of female Malaysian business representatives and corporate CEOs at the
invitation of the Malaysian Ministry of International Trade and Industry (MITI) and its investment promotion
agency Malaysian Investment Development Authority (MIDA) in Kuala Lumpur. The UAE delegation was full of
praise for their Malaysian counterparts and expressed great interest in exploring investment opportunities in
the South East Asian country with their new-found friends.
Ms Al Gurg and Ms Al Jaber said they were keen to work with high-proﬁle businesswomen in Malaysia on
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Roundtable Summary
sectors ranging from healthcare to fashion to sukuk (Islamic bonds).
“We see a lot of highly accomplished and visionary women business leaders in Malaysia, and we are very keen
to explore the immense opportunities,” said Ms Al Gurg. “Regarding relations with the UAE, we want to take
the commercial ties to the next level with the help of the businesswomen here, in mutual understanding and
respect, and to make a diﬀerence.”
Ms Al Jaber added that the gathering of businesswomen from UAE and Malaysia oﬀered a “very interesting
approach to bringing businesswomen together in order to build up cooperation”.
“I see that there are a lot of women at the top ladder in Malaysia, and I congratulate them. I hope women can
do some things better,” she said.
The MITI/MIDA presentation featured addresses by Dato’ Noharuddin Nordin, CEO of MIDA, and Datuk Dr
Rebecca Fatima Sta Maria, Secretary General of MITI. Among those representing the Malaysian business
community were Dr Wong Lai Sum, CEO of the Malaysia External Trade Development Corporation, Dato’
Hafsah Hashim, CEO of SME Corp Malaysia, and Shireen Kandiah Fuad, Manager of the Capital Market
Professional Unit at the Securities Commission of Malaysia.
Together with more than 20 leaders from the Malaysian private sector, the group engaged in lively discussion
on mutual opportunities in sectors such as healthcare, fashion, cosmetics, furniture, logistics, contract
manufacturing, IT services, sukuk investments and others. A presentation by MIDA on latest investment
trends and business opportunities showed that over the last three years, UAE companies have conducted
eight projects worth $53.16 million in Malaysia. Currently, the top UAE companies in Malaysia are IFFCO,
engaged in petrochemicals, and Oilﬁelds Supply Center, which manufactures heat exchangers, MIDA data
shows.

Inside Investor and The Iclif Leadership and Governance Centre
Majlis Power Networking event in Kuala Lumpur’s Shangri-La Hotel to meet more female corporate leaders
from Malaysia and to discuss leadership strategies for women in the business environment of both countries.
The event featured a presentation by Kate Sweetman, Director of Research & Curriculum at the ICLIF
Leadership & Governance Center of Malaysia.
Sweetman, author of the book The Leadership Code and expert in corporate strategies, said she was
“absolutely thrilled to have business ladies from the UAE in Malaysia, which hopefully will lead to ongoing
relationships where both sides can tap into each other’s wisdom.”
Sweetman, who was also working on leadership trainings for the Abu Dhabi Investment Authority (ADIA) and
thus has collected experience in the UAE, said her impression is that “UAE women are very competitive” and
the UAE and Malaysia can easily be compared in terms of scoring high in providing education for women and
giving them the opportunity to climb up the career ladder.
However, she said her research shows that women have a diﬀerent approach to leadership than men,
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depending on factors such as cultural limitations, educational background, and diﬀerent viewpoints on
business strategies, a stance that was supported by the UAE Power Ladies based on their own experiences.
Ms Al Gurg assented and said, “I think family businesses where women are involved in care more about these
factors.”
Ms Al Lootah argued that “in our part of the world [the Middle East], women are more keen in proving
themselves.”
She was supported by Ms Al Qubaisi, who determined that “women in the UAE are more hard-working than
men” in a sense that they turn out to be more accurate and dedicated to work because more emotion is
involved.
Interestingly, Malaysian businesswomen share similar experiences when it comes to analysing the gender gap
in the corporate world. Ms Dorothy Teoh Chiew Har, Editor-in-Chief of The Edge Communications, said that
women in Malaysia “have to work twice as hard as men to reach the same goals.” She added that
businesswomen are ready to prove “courage, risk-taking and passion”, and, as leaders, would care much more
about human capital development.
Datuk Dr Maznah Hamid, Executive Chairperson of Securiforce Sdn Bhd, said that becoming a successful
businesswoman is much about gaining respect from men, and thinking about the right strategy to win. The
meeting was also attended by Dato’ Dr Nellie Tan-Wong, Co-founder, Chairperson and CEO of Women’s
Institute of Management, Dato’ Anne Eu, Chairperson of healthcare company Eu Yan Sang, Puan Sri Datin Seri
Dr Susan Cheah, Member of the Executive Committee of Sunway Group, Datin Paduka Siti Sa’adiah Sheikh
Bakir, Managing Director of KPJ Healthcare, and Datin Maznah Mahbob, CEO of Aminvest Bank.
The event concluded with a lunch hosted by the Governor of the Central Bank of Malaysia, Tan Sri Dr Zeti
Akhtar Aziz, where the issues of female power in management were further discussed.

Hearts of Gold Dinner
On Wednesday afternoon, the UAE Power Ladies visited the Islamic Arts Museum in Kuala Lumpur, and
returned later to dine at the invitation of Malaysian banking group AmBank at the Sheraton Hotel, where the
enjoyed a presentation plus fashion show by Gold – Association of Learning Disabilities, an organisation that
supports children, youth and adults who suﬀer from learning disabilities with programmes and trainings to
improve their skills and initiates social opportunities for them.

Media Roundtable

Moderated by Firoz Abdul Hamid
Thursday, December 8, began with a media roundtable where Ms Al Gurg, Ms Al Jaber, Ms Al Sayed, and Ms
Al Matroushi presented the aims of their mission to members of the Malaysian media and took up questions
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from the journalists. Ms Al Gurg said that the Power Ladies group was exploring more opportunities in the
country and was trying to establish stronger ties between Malaysia and the UAE by pushing forward a bilateral
business council.
“We are deﬁnitely looking for more business in Malaysia as we can clearly see the opportunities in the country
with a culture that is very close to the one of the UAE,” Ms Al Gurg said. One example for possible ventures
could be halal food, she added. She also has identiﬁed promising ﬁelds in research and development,
innovation and value-adding manufacturing, but this should be arranged on a government level, she said.
Reacting to media enquiries on what UAE investors would look into ﬁrst in Malaysia before investing, the
Power Ladies said that issues such as tax incentives, easy regulations, low level of paperwork, a welcoming
investment environment, and knowledge sharing were the most important factors before taking an
investment decision.
Another important point is the low cost of producing goods, Al Gurg answered to a respective media enquiry.
“Business is business. If manufacturing becomes too costly, I would certainly think of shifting my operations to
another country.
“Everybody has to keep their overheads down, and even though the UAE and Malaysia are brotherly countries,
this does not mean that if I can have the same job done cheaper somewhere else, I wouldn’t go there.”
The Power Ladies were also encouraging Malaysian companies and investors to have a look at the
opportunities the UAE is oﬀering.
“There is fertile soil in the UAE for Malaysian investors,” Ms Al Gurg said. “This is why we support an active
business council for our two countries. There are big investments going on in the UAE, and our economy is
already highly diversiﬁed.”
Ms Al Jaber added that the UAE has also been very supportive to women in business over the decades by
granting them education and career opportunities. “Today, we have women working in leading positions
which earlier were reserved only for men, for example in the oil and gas and the construction sector.”

Lunch hosted by Prime Minister’s Wife
Y.Bhg. Datin Paduka Seri Rosmah Mansor

Another highlight of that day was a networking lunch at the invitation of Datin Paduka Seri Rosmah Mansor,
the Malaysian Prime Minister’s wife at her residence in Putrajaya. Her Excellency Datin Paduka Seri Rosmah
Mansor paid a warm welcome to the UAE delegation while recalling a meeting in January 2011 in Abu Dhabi,
where she already has been engaged in discussions with UAE business ladies about the opportunities of
bilateral business activities.
“I am glad that in less than a year, you are here in Malaysia to explore business opportunities that have arisen
from many initiatives undertaken to accelerate the economic development in both our countries,” Her
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Excellency said.
Her Excellency also praised the initiatives of the UAE with regards to education, social integration and business
chances for women. “Contrary to many perceptions, this achievements have indeed been very commendable
and in fact been cited in Forbes International and Forbes Arabia,” she said.
She emphasized that Malaysia believed in a market-oriented economy and had introduced many pro-business
policies, which would make the country a favorable investment destination in comparison to many other
countries in the world, especially in sectors of tourism, properties, oil and gas, and others.
Ms Al Gurg in her speech said that Malaysia and the UAE are sharing stability and sustainability in society as
well as in the economy. “We are keen to explore the opportunities in Malaysia, and we also encourage more
women to take a role in partnerships between our countries.”
Ms Al Jaber added that she is looking forward to taking the UAE-Malaysia partnership to new heights.
“Malaysia boasts a number of advantages when it comes to luring investors with its stability, good governance,
proﬁtable returns, and its vision for the future,” Ms Al Jaber said. “We also learned that Malaysia is a showcase
for the importance of women in business.”

Private Dinner hosted by UAE Ambassador
Nasser Abdullah Salmon Al Aboudi

The UAE Power Ladies later on the same day also met with the UAE ambassador, Nasser Abdullah Salmon Al
Aboudi, for a private dinner and led insightful discussions about the UAE-Malaysia economic relations.
Malaysia’s tourism minister Dato’ Sri Dr Ng Yen Yen also attended the dinner, as well as Malaysian fashion
designer Jimmy Choo, who specialises in shoeware for women, and draw lot of interest from the UAE
delegation.

Royal Brunch

Seri Paduka Baginda Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Nur Zahirah
Power Ladies had their last oﬃcial appointment which was to attend a Royal Brunch at invitation of the Queen
of Malaysia, Her Excellency Tuanku Nur Zahirah. The Power Ladies expressed their appreciation for the
Malaysian Royal House and invited the Queen to visit the UAE. Ms Al Gurg stressed that the Power Ladies were
enjoying the “relaxing atmosphere in Malaysia”, and said that everybody they got to know during their trip
Malaysia are “most welcome in the UAE”. The ladies further discussed the framework for doing business in
both countries, and talked about fashion, art and design.
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Inside Investor is an international media and business consultancy company oﬀering
tailor-made services focused on identifying and developing investment opportunities
across the globe for Middle East investors.
We have on-the-ground intelligence business units screening and analysing markets as well
as interviewing business, social and government leaders in order to highlight their insights
and strategies and create synergies for our investors through various platforms, primarily
Media, Forums and Consultancy.
Our ultimate goal is to bring business partners together and pave the way for investors to
gain useful and practical information about countries and regions that are investment
friendly and have the potential for strong returns. It opens up a whole world for
entrepreneurs who, through us, may view countries that were previously oﬀ the radar in a
completely new light.

Partners
The Ministry of International Trade and Industry (MITI) of Malaysia is the government
agency tasked with promoting and safeguarding Malaysian interests in the international
trade arena and spurring the development of industrial activities.
MITI’s vision is to make Malaysia the preferred investment destination and among the
most globally competitive trading nations by 2020. Its stated mission is to promote and
strategise Malaysia's global competitiveness in international trade by producing high value
added goods and services, and to spur the development of industrial activities towards
enhancing Malaysia's economic growth for achieving developed nation status by 2020.
MITI plans, legislates and implements policies on international trade, industrial
development and investment, encourages foreign and domestic investments, promotes
Malaysia’s exports of manufacturing products and enhances national productivity and
competitiveness in the manufacturing sector.

At Iclif, we help organizations develop leaders who will thrive in a rapidly changing Asia
where businesses are growing beyond their home borders, and where employees need to
be able to “think globally and act locally” – collaborate across boundaries; ﬁnd and serve
customers across boundaries. We bring together East and West in our approach because
we believe that 21st century Asian businesses must create their own fresh and new ways
of leading.
We pride ourselves on creating learning material that is both practical and usable, and that
aims to help people tap into their own highest and best values and behaviors. Our world
class faculty of published authors and regular columnists bring their expertise and diﬀerent
experiences and mental models to bear when designing, developing and delivering
program to our clients, and we partner with only the best in their domains.
Iclif is set-up in 2003 and backed by Bank Negara Malaysia.
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iKARRTiNi established since 1990 is a Malaysian identity. It represents what is truly
Malaysian. Our brand encompasses our history, culture, art and style. It marries the
traditional with the contemporary to form an iconic brand that Malaysians can be proud
of. Batik is an ancient art form that is iKARRTiNi’s identity. By choosing an art form as her
core is in itself a proclamation of her devotion to creativity. Her quest to preserve this art
form so as to be relevant to the present and the future requires constant innovation. It is
iKARRTiNi’s intention to preserve and sustain this cultural tradition and share it with
world.
Though schooled in business, Kartini Illias, owner/designer of iKARRTiNi has always had a
deep passion for the Arts and she expresses her love through iKARRTiNi. She continues to
steer iKARRTiNi to greater heights remaining steadfast to the Company’s values of being:
• Creative
• Superior Quality
• Innovative
• Passionate
• Enterprising • Driven
Besides batik iKARRTiNi supports other traditional Malaysian crafts including various
metal crafts, wood crafts and even ceramics.
Founded in 2007, Yayasan Tuanku Nur Zahirah is a foundation under the royal patronage of
Her Majesty the Queen of Malaysia, Seri Paduka Baginda Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku
Nur Zahirah. It aims to preserve and enhance indigenous craft and heritage while helping
to improve the livelihoods of artisans, weavers and craftsmen- “Improving Lives through
Heritage”.
By tapping into the rich heritage as a platform through which they can help
underprivileged communities in rural areas gain reasonable and sustainable income, the
YTNZ’s scope and focus areas are determined by the following criteria:
• Improvements of income and living standards, beneﬁting a sizeable segment of
underprivileged communities
• Preservation and enhancement of indigenous craft and heritage
• Potential for growth & sustainability
Zain & Co is a full service law ﬁrm which is committed to combining technical expertise
with commercial awareness. We are dedicated to the delivery of quality - in our people,
the environment we create for them and the services we provide.
Our clients are at the heart of our practice. We represent private individuals as well as large
public and private multinational corporations in all sectors of the Malaysian business
community. We are committed to integrity and are dedicated to providing exceptional
quality and prompt attention to our clients. Some of our largest clients have retained our
services since the inception of our practice in 1970.
We are the Malaysian member of Meritas, a worldwide alliance of corporate and
commercial law ﬁrms in more than 70 countries. Meritas members are independent law
ﬁrms with full service, corporate and commercial law practices. Continued membership
with Meritas is subject to periodic evaluation and review process, with a view towards
providing the highest quality of service. As a Meritas member, Zain & Co is equipped to
provide international services and to advise on cross-border transactions.
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Federation of Public Listed Companies Bhd

The Federation of Public Listed Companies Bhd. (FPLC) is an umbrella body committed to
the holistic and multi-faceted development of Malaysian PLCs. Its role is to educate,
develop, promote, enhance, position and proﬁle professionalism, corporate governance,
value creation, quality assurance and competitiveness of FPLC members.
The body also provides a platform for discussion on industry-level issues and challenges
with regulatory authorities, private sector bodies and other institutions as well as
promoting the healthy development of the capital market in Malaysia.
The FPLC helps companies by serving as a platform for networking, cross selling and
strategic alliances with local and global corporate players and/or corporate stakeholders
and oﬀers investors the chance to identify FPLC members easily and raise their proﬁles in
belonging to a prestigious industry group.
Established in August 1975, AmBank Group is one of Malaysia’s leading banking groups
and comprises AMMB Holdings Berhad and its major subsidiaries AmBank (M) Berhad,
AmInvestment Bank Berhad, AmInvestment Group Berhad, AmIslamic Bank Berhad,
AmLife Insurance Berhad and AmG Insurance Berhad.
AmBank Group's business divisions cover activities across retail banking, business
banking, corporate and institutional banking, investment banking including funds
management and stock and futures broking, markets, life assurance, general insurance
and Takaful. These business divisions oﬀer both conventional and Islamic ﬁnancial
services.
The AmBank Group’s corporate social responsibility initiatives address the health and
long-term betterment of the marketplace, staﬀ, and the environment. On a broader level,
the Group strives to align its initiatives with the larger eﬀort of nation building.

The YTL group of companies that are presently listed on Bursa Malaysia Securities Berhad
are YTL Corporation Berhad, YTL Power International Berhad, YTL Cement Berhad, YTL
Land & Development Berhad, YTL e-Solutions Berhad and Starhill Real Estate Investment
Trust. The combined market capitalization of these six listed entities amounts to
approximately RM32.5 billion (US$10.5 billion). The core activities of the group include
power generation and transmission (in both contracted and merchant markets), owning
and managing water and sewerage facilities, property and hotel development, cement
manufacturing, construction contracting and e-commerce initiatives and communications.
Since 1986, the YTL Group has registered an impressive compounded annual growth rate
of 55%. The YTL Group is committed to producing world class products and services at
competitive prices, as well as its strategy of acquiring regulated assets operating under
long-term concessions, such as Wessex Water in the United Kingdom and PowerSeraya in
Singapore, and investments in ElectraNet in Australia and P.T Jawa Power in Indonesia. This
corporate philosophy has enabled the YTL group to build up a growing customer base of
more than 12 million customers globally over the last 20 years.
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Eva Soo, who heads World Flower Connection, is a famous Malaysian ﬂower design expert
who graduated from Japan and conducts numerous ﬂower design workshops and courses
throughout Malaysia, Asia, China and the Middle East.
She is President and Ambassador of Blooms World Flower and is mentor to The Sultan
Mizal Royal Foundation for the youth of Terengganu in ﬂower design training.
Ms Soo specialises in Royal and VIP ﬂower decoration, wedding functions and ﬂower
arrangements for birthdays, anniversaries and other special occasions. She has
represented Malaysia in global events such as the Chelsea Flower Show as well as world
ﬂower demonstrations and exhibitions.
Sime Darby Rent A Car Sdn Bhd, the local licensee of Hertz is a wholly owned subsidiary of
Sime Darby Berhad, a Government Linked Company whose majority shareholder is PNB.
SDRAC is the Premier car rental company in Malaysia with branches in 17 airports and town
locations throughout Malaysia and a ﬂeet of over 2,400 vehicles comprising of small saloon
cars, large saloon cars, 4 x 4s, SUVs, and MPVs with various mix of make and model.
We are strategically located at 17 airports and town locations (Kuala Lumpur, Kuala Lumpur
International Airport (KLIA), Skypark Subang, Johor Bahru, Senai Airport, Kuantan Airport,
Kota Bharu Airport, Kota Kinabalu Airport, Penang Downtown, Penang International
Airport, Alor Setar Airport, Kulim Downtown, Lumut, Kota Kinabalu International Airport,
Kuching Airport, Labuan Airport, Sandakan Airport and Miri Airport). At Hertz Malaysia,
happy driving means total customer satisfaction from the very start.

Official Venue
The Sheraton Imperial Kuala Lumpur Hotel welcomes you with warm Malaysian hospitality.
We are conveniently located within the business and commercial district, making it easy for
you to get to your workplace and city attractions.
Sheraton Imperial Kuala Lumpur Hotel is a relaxing oasis in the heart of bustling Kuala
Lumpur, home to one of the world's tallest buildings. Enter this stately landmark and
rediscover an era of elegance while taking advantage of the stylish and refreshing amenities
and comforts we oﬀer the modern world traveller.

23 | INSIDE INVESTOR POWER LADIES UAE-MALAYSIA ROUNDTABLE 2011

Media Coverage

www.investvine.com/forum | 24

